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Welcome 
 
This report is for Chinese students who are studying or have studied law in 
London. 
 
If this is you, then congratulations! You have already achieved what very 
few people have achieved. You have positioned yourself in the middle of 
an incredibly exciting place, linking the growth, dynamism and scale of 
China with the long culture of the legal profession in England. London 
really needs you! 
 
Benefit from the competitive advantage that you already have 
 
It may be that you don’t always feel as confident about your prospects of 
qualifying as an English solicitor as you should do. You might be worried 
about how you are going to compete with other, seemingly better qualified, 
students from the UK. You might even be wondering whether you’ve made 
a good decision to spend time and money trying to succeed as a lawyer 
here. London can be a lonely place if you don't feel that you have the 
support and resources that you would want. 
 
The aim of this report is very simple – to remind you why you can feel 
confident about the value that you bring. Why is this important? Because if 
you don’t believe in that value, it’s likely that other people won’t believe it 
either. Meaning that you lose a big part of the genuine competitive 
advantage that you have over other applicants for training contracts or 
legal jobs. 
 
Who are we, and why are we doing this? 
 
You are probably wondering who we are, and why we are bothering to 
write this for you. 
 
My name is Paul Sutton. I have been a corporate partner at 3 different law 
firms in London - including Pinsent Masons, a legal practice with over 
1,500 lawyers worldwide. I’ve also been a director at KPMG’s law firm. In 
those roles, I have been directly involved in the assessment and 
recruitment of candidates, ranging from summer students and trainees, to 
senior solicitors and partners. In that capacity I have read hundreds of 
CVs and application forms, lead interviews, observed group assessment 
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activities, discussed the merits of different candidates and influenced who 
got an offer and who didn’t. 
 
In 2013, I set up a new law firm with my wife Xiaofang, who comes from 
Henan province, China. We are passionate about give our team the same 
benefits that we enjoy – of a productive, satisfying work life and a healthy, 
fulfilling personal life. Naturally, we are also passionate about linking the 
UK and China and enjoying the best of both worlds. 
 
We recognise the huge value which Chinese law graduates can bring to 
the UK and to the legal profession, and we also understand the cultural 
barriers and challenges that you need to overcome in order to pursue a 
legal career here. By making available this short document, we want to 
shorten the learning curve and help you make use of the competitive 
advantage that you already have.  
 
With best wishes 
 

 

 
 

Paul Sutton 

Partner, LCN Legal 

 

 

 

 

 

 
LCN Legal is the trading name for LCN Legal Limited, a limited liability company registered in 
England and Wales with number 8496679. The practice address and registered office address is 71 
Wallace Court, 42 Tizzard Grove, London SE3 9EP. LCN Legal Limited is authorised and regulated 
by the Solicitors Regulation Authority.  
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1 They need you for investments from China into 
the UK 

 
Inward investment from China into the UK has received a lot of press 
coverage this year. 
 
During the visit of the Chinese premier Li Keqiang to the UK in June 2014, 
£14 billion in trade deals were reported to have been signed between the 
two countries. Source: BBC http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-
27882954. 
 
This reflects the growing trend of investment in recent years, as illustrated 
by the following table. 

 
 
Table provided by Fullfact.org. 
https://fullfact.org/factchecks/how_popular_is_the_uk_for_chinese_invest
ment-29290 
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Here are just a few of the investments into the UK from China which have 
actually taken place recently: 
 

• Thames Water 
China's sovereign wealth fund owns 9% of the UK's largest water 
company, Thames Water, while a Hong Kong-based investment 
consortium controlled by billionaire Li Ka-shing owns more than a 
quarter of Northumbrian Water. 

 
• Canary Wharf 

China was one of several investors, including Qatar and investment 
banks, that rescued the property company that owns Canary Wharf. 
The property company, Songbird Estates, had been struggling with 
its debts before an international consortium of investors bought it 
out in 2009. 

 
• Royal Albert Dock 

A Chinese developer signed a £1bn deal with London's mayor, 
Boris Johnson, to build a business park on the site of the derelict 
Royal Albert Docks in east London. Advanced Business Park – the 
developer– has promised to build "a city within a city" by 2017, 
where Asian companies will site their European headquarters. 

 
• Weetabix 

The UK’s favourite breakfast cereal was snapped up by Chinese 
government-owned Bright foods in 2012. The company bought a 
60% stake in the 80-year old cereal, with the aim of expanding the 
brand abroad, especially in Asia. 

 
• Heathrow airport 

China Investment Corporation added Heathrow to its list of assets 
in 2012 when it bought a 10% stake in the UK's largest airport. 
Ferrovial, the Spanish infrastructure group, remains the biggest 
shareholder with a 25% stake. 

 
• London's black cabs 

A private Chinese carmaker, Geely, rode to the rescue of the maker 
of London's black cabs Manganese Bronze, paying £11m to buy the 
troubled firm after it fell into administration. Geely also owns Volvo. 
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• Sunseeker 
The Somerset company that makes luxury yachts sailed by James 
Bond villains was bought by China's second richest man Wang 
Jianlin and his Dalian Wanda group in a £300m deal last year. The 
group is also reported to be spending £700m on building a luxury 
hotel near Vauxhall in London. 

 
Source: The Guardian. 
http://www.theguardian.com/business/2014/jun/16/china-current-future-
investments-18bn-trade-rail-nuclear 
 
 
What does that mean for you? 
 
All of those investments depend on teams of professional advisers, 
including lawyers, who can understand and overcome the language and 
cultural barriers. From a law firm’s perspective, having a small “China 
desk” of generalists to look after Chinese clients is not a good solution. 
Chinese language and cultural awareness needs to be integrated in the 
firm, in the form of Chinese-speaking specialists who are actually working 
on the job. That can be YOU. 
 
 
  



 
 

	  

	  
 
LCN Report for Chinese law students in London: 
5 Reasons why City Law Firms want to hire You 
___________________________________________________________ 

	  

 
 
	  

6 

2 They need you for investments from UK into 
China 

 
According to Full Fact, the independent fact-checking organization, UK 
companies’ stakes in overseas companies topped £1 trillion (£1,000 
billion) in 2010, £6 billion of which was with China. This represents a 
strong growth compared to the figure in 2000, which was £2 billion, as 
illustrated in the table below: 
 

 
 
According to an article published by LDC, part of the Lloyds Banking 
Group, in August 2014: 
 

“China is now no longer just a place to manufacture but also a 
consumer market in its own right. In the past much of our work with 
investee companies involved some form of cost-out strategy in the 
cost of goods sold by leveraging China’s cost advantage.  
 
Increasingly we are supporting both companies that target the 
wallet of China’s growing consumer class and companies selling 
services to consumer-focused businesses with market entry 
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strategies, from partnerships to distribution agreements, joint 
ventures or even M&A.  Our on-going work with beauty products 
business Original Additions, restaurant group D&D London and 
marketing services company WRG are great examples of 
leveraging these changing trends.” 

 
For UK law firms, this represents an ongoing opportunity to support their 
existing UK clients who want to expand and invest in China. Although it is 
possible to provide this support remotely through local offices in China, the 
best way to demonstrate familiarity with the issues is through people 
based in the UK who are legally trained and who have an intimate 
understanding of China as a market. That’s YOU. 
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3 They need you to expand their practice in China 
 
According to a report on the Legal Profession issued by CityUK in January 
2014 (and supported by the Law Society and UKTI): 
 

“A major trend over the past three years has been the expansion of 
international law firms into China and India. This has been prompted 
by the internationalisation of a growing number of companies from 
these countries which is generating M&A, private equity and capital-
raising business for law firms.” 

 
4 out of the world’s 10 largest law firms by gross turnover (and 6 out of the 
top 15) are headquartered in London. (Source: Legal Business 2013). 
 
All of the other law firms in the top 15 are either headquartered in the US, 
or are listed as “international”. 
 
The CityUK report referred to above goes on to say: 
 

“The strategy of establishing a substantial international network of 
offices, adopted by many of the larger international law firms in the 
UK, means that they tend to have a much higher percentage of 
lawyers outside their home jurisdiction than US law firms. 

 
What does that mean for you? 
 
International expansion is a core part of the larger UK law firms’ strategy, 
and China has been identified as a key market. From a long-term 
perspective, one of the best ways of doing this is by recruiting and training 
Chinese-speaking lawyers in the UK, so that they can grow with the 
practice and become completely familiar with the firm’s culture and quality 
standards. Those people are then in the best position to support the firm’s 
presence in China, either from the UK or by moving to local offices in 
China. 
 
This is far less risky than entering into a joint venture with Chinese law 
firms, or recruiting Chinese lawyers at a more senior level. 
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4 They need you to create a genuinely diverse 
team 

 
Most of the larger UK law firms have a formal diversity policy, in line with 
Law Society policies. 
 
By way of example, here is an extract from Freshfields’ diversity policy: 
 

“We work hard to reflect the diversity of our clients and society at 
large, and are committed to promoting an environment of 
inclusiveness and mutual respect. 

 
We know our success depends on recruiting and retaining the best 
people. We want our talented people to excel regardless of their 
gender, ethnicity, national origin, sexual orientation, religion or 
belief, culture, impairment, background or life experiences.” 

 
I believe this is more than just words. It’s actually central to the strategy of 
London and its major law firms for competing internationally. 
 
City law firms can’t achieve their stated diversity objectives if they just hire 
white British law students from Oxford and Cambridge. They need people 
like you to provide a balanced and strong team. 
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5 Your personal connections are uniquely valuable 
 
It’s often said that there is no such thing as a “businesses to business” 
transaction. It’s always people who buy things, even if they are doing that 
on behalf of a company. This is as true in the UK as it is in China. 
 
Whatever your background, and whatever law firm you end up working 
with, your personal contacts and experiences are uniquely valuable. 
 
There is a common misconception that this only applies if you have family 
connections with potential law firm clients. 
 
In fact, a whole range of personal characteristics can be valuable, 
because they can enable you to connect with people who share that 
characteristic. This can include: 
 

• Your home province, town or village 
• Where you studied at school 
• Where you studied at university 
• Your friends 
• Your leisure interests 

 
From a law firm’s perspective, the ideal candidate is not just someone with 
strong legal knowledge and legal skills. It is someone who can contribute 
to a diverse team, which is able to relate to and connect with a diverse 
range of clients. 
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Over to you 
 
In order to benefit from the information in this report, you need to take 
action. Success is not a matter of what you know or who you know. It’s a 
matter of what you do about it. 
 
We are privileged to work with the fantastic JCI London Dare to Dream 
team and the Prince’s Trust, and we are sponsoring a project to help 
Chinese law students get the legal jobs they want. We’re doing this 
through a series of seminars in central London, which are designed to help 
Chinese law students get the legal jobs they want. 
 
All the proceeds will go to the Prince’s Trust. The Prince's Trust is a 
charity, founded by The Prince Charles, striving to inspire young lives. 
They support 13-30 year olds who are unemployed, and those struggling 
at school and at risk of exclusion. 
 
At the time of writing, the programme and pricing for the seminars has not 
been announced, but you can join the waiting list by following this link: 
 
http://lcnlegal.com/legal-career-masterclass/ 
 
We look forward to meeting you there. 
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